THE DECLARATION

OF TORRY







THIS IS OUR LAND AND
NO ONE ELSE'S

THIS LAND BELONGS
T0 THOSE WHO
CARE FOR IT



WE'VE BEEN SUFFERING THE
DESTRUCTION OF OUR COMMUNITY

THERE WAS THE DEMOLITION OF MUCH
OF OLD TORRY FOR THE OIL INDUSTRY

THEN THE LANDFILL
THEN NIGG BAY WAS TURNED INTO AN
INDUSTRIAL HARBOUR WITH ITS NOISE
AND LIGHT POLLUTION

NOW THERE’S THE INCINERATOR AND
THE INDUSTRIALISATION OF THE PARK



THEY SAY THEY'LL ONLY TAKE A THIRD OF THE
PARK, BUT THAT IS JUST A THIRD OF WHAT IS
LEFT FROM WHAT HAS ALREADY BEEN TAKEN.

WITH HALF THE PARK BEING TURNED INTO AN
‘OPPORTUNITY ZONE’ FOR BIG BUSINESS, WE
FEAR THAT - STEP BY STEP - THE PARK IS
GOING TO BE DESTROYED.

WE’'RE NOT STANDING FOR THIS ANY MORE.
WE’'RE RAISING OUR VOICES. WE'RE FIGHTING
AND KICKING BACK, WITH PASSION AND
COMMITMENT.




WE NEED REAL SOLUTIONS TO THE CRISES
CAUSED BY THOSE WHO USE THE EXCUSE OF
THE CLIMATE OR OF JOBLESSNESS T0O HAMMER
US MORE.

WE NEED COMMUNITY OWNED PROJECTS THAT
TACKLE THE CLIMATE CRISIS AND PROVIDE
JOBS. FOR EXAMPLE, WE NEED TO INSULATE
ALL HOMES IN TORRY. THIS WOULD PROVIDE
LONG-TERM WORK, REDUCE EMISSIONS, REDUCE
BILLS, IMPROVE ENERGY SECURITY AND
IMPROVE HEALTH.
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WHAT IS THE PROBLEM?

(AS WRITTEN ON THE ASSEMBLY'’S PROBLEM TREE)

RECENT HISTORY HAS SEEN LARGE PARTS OF TORRY COMMUNITY
HERITAGE AND HEALTH DESTROYED.

MANY TIMES WE HAVE BEEN PROMISED PROSPERITY, JOBS AND
COMMUNITY FACILITIES IN EXCHANGE FOR THE DUMPING OF
DEVELOPMENTS ON TORRY THAT OTHER PARTS OF ABERDEEN
DON'T WANT.

MANY TIMES WE'VE EXPERIENCED THE DEMOLITION OF HOMES,
THE DESTRUCTION OF OUR COASTAL AND GREEN SPACES, THE
CLOSURE OF OUR SCHOOLS AND FACILITIES.

MANY THINGS THAT WERE PROMISED NEVER APPEARED AT ALL.
MEANWHILE FEW IF ANY JOBS GO TO LOCAL PEOPLE, AND OUR
COMMUNITY HAS BEEN POLLUTED, RUINING OUR HEALTH.

THEY PRETEND TO CONSULT US AND THEN DO WHATEVER THEY
WANT. THEY DON'T RESPECT OUR COMMUNITY, OUR HERITAGE, OR
OUR GREEN SPACES. THEY TAKE A BIT AND THEN TAKE MORE. WE

SAY NO BUT ARE NOT LISTENED TO. THE INCINERATOR IS A
PARASITE SUCKING THE LIFE OUT OF A COMMUNITY AND BURNING
IT. HOW CAN YOU START A FAMILY WHERE THERE'S AN
INCINERATOR AND OVER TEN YEARS LOWER LIFE EXPECTANCY?
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WHAT DOES TORRY NEED?

(AS WRITTEN ON THE ASSEMBLY’S SOLUTION TREE)

WE NEED CONTROL OVER OUR LIVES, SO WE CAN VALUE OUR
COMMUNITY, WELCOME NEWCOMERS, VALUE OUR HERITAGE, AND
LOOK AFTER EACH OTHER. WE NEED NO MORE THAN ANY OTHER
COMMUNITY NEEDS.

WE NEED CLEAN AIR, CLEAN STREETS, GOOD HOUSING,
AFFORDABLE TRANSPORT, HEALTHY AFFORDABLE FOOD, LOCAL
JOBS, COMMUNITY OWNERSHIP, SAFE PLACES TO PLAY, GOOD
HEALTH, AND A HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT.

WE NEED ACCURATE INFORMATION, MEANINGFUL CONSULTATION,
AND - MORE THAN THAT - WE NEED A STRONG VOICE,
COMMUNITY POWER, AND THE MOTIVATION AND HOPE TO DECIDE
AND MAKE OUR FUTURE OURSELVES.

WE NEED TO MAKE SURE EVERYONE IN ABERDEEN AND BEYOND
WANTS TO SAVE AND CHERISH ST FITTICK'S PARK, DOONIE’S
FARM, GREYHOPE BAY, THE COAST, AND ALL OUR GREEN SPACES
THAT ARE UNDER THREAT, SO THAT ALL OUR GREEN SPACES CAN
HELP RECOVER AND RESHAPE OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OUR LAND.



WE ARE IN FAVOUR OF USEFUL CHANGE ON BROWNFIELD SITES,
BUT NOT CHANGE THAT IS DAMAGING TO THE ENVIRONMENT AND
THE COMMUNITY. WE NEED TO CREATE GOOD, SKILLED,
REWARDING JOBS AND LIVELIHOODS HERE IN TORRY. WE
PROPOSE A COMMUNITY-OWNED PROJECT THAT COULD RETROFIT
ALL THE HOMES HERE. THAT COULD BE A REAL ALTERNATIVE TO
CURRENT DESTRUCTIONS LABELLED ‘DEVELOPMENT'.

THIS IS THE HIGHLAND CLEARANCES ALL OVER AGAIN: RICH
OUTSIDERS TAKING COMMUNITY LANDS, AIDED BY THE
AUTHORITIES. IF THE GREEN SPACE, SHORELINE, TREES AND ALL
ARE TAKEN, YOU NEVER GET THEM BACK.

NATURE SHOULD BE VALUED MORE THAN CORPORATE PROFIT. THE

COMMUNITY SHOULD BE VALUED MORE THAN CORPORATE PROFIT.

OUR LAND AND OUR COMMUNITY BELONG TO US, AND WE BELONG
TOIT.
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WE NEED COMMUNITY HEALTH.

WE DO NOT NEED LAND GRABBING,
DUMPING AND POLLUTION



QUOTES FROM ASSEMBLY MEMBERS

(AS SPOKEN IN ST FITTICK’S PARK, 27-28TH MAY 2023):

“THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT SAID THIS PARK IS SO IMPORTANT FOR
HEALTH. BUT AS SOON AS THE HARBOUR BOARD AND ETZ [ENERGY
TRANSITION ZONE LIMITED] WANT IT, THEY GIVE IT TO THEM.”

"AN ENERGY TRANSITION ZONE SHOULD NOT START BY CONCRETING
OVER A WETLAND ECOSYSTEM.”

“TWO YEARS AGO ETZ LIMITED WERE INVITED TO THE FIRST PEOPLES
ASSEMBLY TO TELL US THEIR PLANS, BUT SAID NO. THEY SAID THEIR
PLANS WEREN'T READY. THEN WE ASKED THEM TO PRESENT THEIR
PLANS TO THIS ASSEMBLY, BUT AGAIN THEY SAID THEIR PLANS
AREN'T READY.”

“ETZ GoT £53 MILLION FROM THE UK AND SCOTTISH GOVERNMENTS.
THEY'RE GETTING PERMISSION TO TAKE A THIRD OF THE PARK,
WITHOUT ACTUALLY SAYING WHAT THEY ARE SPECIFICALLY GOING TO
DO WITH IT. IF YOU WENT TO THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT AND SAID
YOU WANT TO BUILD AN EXTENSION ON YOUR HOUSE, PLANNING
WOULD ASK TO SEE YOUR PLANS. IMAGINE YOU DID WHAT ETZ DO, AND
SAID “THE PLANS AREN'T READY, BUT WHAT I'M GOING TO BUILD IS
SOMETHING REALLY GOOD”. WHAT WOULD PLANNING SAY? THEY KEEP
THE COMMUNITY IN THE DARK ABOUT WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO DO
UNTIL IT IS TOO LATE TO OBJECT.”



QUOTES FROM ASSEMBLY MEMBERS (CONTINUED)

“TORRY GETS DUMPED ON. WE GET WHAT OTHERS IN
ABERDEEN DON'T WANT.

"WOULD WEALTHY FOLK ACCEPT HAVING AN INCINERATOR
BUILT BY THEIR KIDS’ PRIMARY SCHOOL, WOULD THEY
ACCEPT HAVING THEIR GREEN PARKS CONCRETED OVER WITH
INDUSTRIAL UNITS? IT WOULDN'T BE ACCEPTABLE TO
CONCRETE OVER A THIRD OF A PARK IN THE WEALTHY PARTS
OF ABERDEEN.”

"THE WORKING CLASS DIDN'T CREATE THE CLIMATE CRISIS.
BIG BUSINESS DID; AND NOW TRIES TO PROFIT FROM PUSHING
FALSE CLIMATE SOLUTIONS.”




QUOTES FROM ASSEMBLY MEMBERS (CONTINUED)

“HOw COULD IT EVEN CROSS THE MINDS OF THE COUNCIL TO
IMPOSE THIS? GREEN SPACES MASSIVELY CONTRIBUTE TO THE
HEALTH OF THE COMMUNITY. LIFE EXPECTANCY IN BALNAGASK

IS 13 YEARS LESS THAN THE WEST END OF ABERDEEN, AND A

HEALTHY LIFE EXPECTANCY HERE IS 20 OR 25 YEARS LESS.”

“THIS PARK TRANSLATES INTO PEACE OF MIND, LESS STRESS,
BETTER LUNG FUNCTION, BETTER BLOOD PRESSURE. WE KNOW
THIS. THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT SAY THIS. ETZ SAY THEY'LL
ONLY TAKE A THIRD OF THE PARK. BUT THIS IS JUST A THIRD OF
WHAT IS LEFT. THERE ARE HUGE POLLUTING INDUSTRIES THAT
HAVE BEEN ENCROACHING HERE OVER THE DECADES.”

“THEY COULD QUICKLY AND CHEAPLY INSULATE HOMES HERE
THAT NEED IT. THAT WOULD REDUCE EMISSIONS, REDUCE BILLS,
HELP HEALTH, IMPROVE ENERGY SECURITY AND PROVIDE
MEANINGFUL LONG-TERM WORK.”



QUOTES FROM ASSEMBLY MEMBERS (CONTINUED)

“THE TRANSITION TO A GREENER ENERGY AND ECONOMY HAS TO
BE FOR EVERYONE. IT CAN'T BE IN ONE ZONE. WE NEED IT
EVERYWHERE. TO CALL THIS LAND GRAB AN ENERGY TRANSITION
ZONE IS MARKETING HYPE AND RUBBISH. WE ARE REALLY ANGRY
THAT WE'VE BEEN SELECTED YET AGAIN TO SACRIFICE OUR
SPACE, HERITAGE AND NATURE FOR SOMEONE ELSE’S MONEY.
WE ARE MADE TO FEEL WE ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ABERDEEN'S
THRIVING ECONOMY IF THIS ZONE DOESN'T GO AHEAD, THAT'S A
HELL OF A RESPONSIBILITY TO PUT ON THIS COMMUNITY. “IF YOU
DON'T DO THIS, ABERDEEN WILL FALL" - THAT'S THE MESSAGE
WE'VE BEEN GETTING.”

“ETZ ARE WEAPONISING ANXIETIES ABOUT THE NORTH EAST
ECONOMY AND THE CLIMATE CRISIS TO FORCE THEIR PLAN ON
TORRY. THEY ARGUE THERE IS NO WAY TO ACHIEVE THIS WITHOUT
TAKING COMMUNITY LAND, BUT THIS IS A FALSE CHOICE. WE
ALSO WANT A THRIVING ECONOMY IN THE NORTH EAST, AND A
JUST TRANSITION TO ADDRESS THE CLIMATE CRISIS. THERE ARE
OTHER WAYS TO ACHIEVE THESE WHICH DON'T COST US OUR
HEALTH, SUBVERT DEMOCRACY AND DESTROY CHERISHED,
BIODIVERSE COMMUNITY LAND.”



ACTION THAT WE COMMIT TO TAKE

AND INVITE OTHERS TO JOIN US IN TAKING

THE ONE THING WE MUSTN'T SACRIFICE IS OUR HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING, AND TO THAT END:

1. WE WILL DO EVERYTHING TO STOP THE LAND GRAB, PROTECT
OUR PARK AND GREEN SPACES, THROUGH LEGAL AND (IF
NEEDED) DIRECT ACTION, AS WE CONTINUE TO VALLUE,
ENHANCE AND EXPAND THEM
2. WE WILL CONTINUE TO USE OUR PARK AND INCREASE ITS
ALREADY IMMEASURABLE VALUE BY ORGANISING MORE EVENTS
AND ACTIVITIES IN IT WHICH SUPPORT COMMUNITY HEALTH,
EDUCATE OUR CHILDREN, ENRICH ALL OUR LIVES, AND HELP US
CONNECT WITH AND CARE FOR THE LAND
3. WE DEMAND THE INCINERATOR BE DECOMMISSIONED IN LINE
WITH SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT’S 2022 MORATORIUM, AND WE INSIST
THE COUNCIL FOCUSES ON REDUCING WASTE, RECYCLING AND
RENEWABLES
4. WE WILL SEEK SUPPORT TO SET UP A TORRY RETROFIT PROJECT
TO INSULATE HOMES, REDUCE BILLS AND EMISSIONS, IMPROVE
HEALTH AND PROVIDE MEANINGFUL LONG-TERM WORK HERE
5. WE INSIST ON A JUST AND FAIR ENERGY TRANSITION, NOT ETZ’S
OBSCURE AND UNFAIR LAND-GRAB
6. WE WILL STRENGTHEN COLLABORATION WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY
AND WITH OTHERS IN SCOTLAND AND BEYOND TO COLLECTIVELY
TRANSFORM THE SYSTEM DRIVING THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL AND
CLIMATE CRISIS



